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                        DESERT BREEZE 
     760-767-4001                   BORREGO SPRINGS POST 853              JANUARY, 2008 

FROM OUR COMMANDER 

     As we approach the year 2008 we reflect on 

what we hae accomplished in the previous year 

and in doing so we may be prompted to repeat 

our accomplishments and charge off our 

mistakes to experience. 

     Here are a few suggestions for resolutions 

for the new year: 

    1.  I prepare food for the Post and my food 

handler's certificate expires in 2008.  I will 

review the necessary material and re-take the 

test.  (or, I have never taken the test -- I will do 

so.) 

    2.  I will visit our ca853.org website 

frequently to obtain information. 

    3.  I will also visit the District 22 website 

calegiondistrict22.org to find out what is going 

on in the District and at other Posts. 

    4.  I will assist my fellow Legionnaires with 

our prorgrams and our projects. 

     Thanks to webmaster Elmo Gregory for 

the super job he has done to bring our website 

to life and also for arranging to have it available 

on the District 22 website.  We one of seven 

posts to have their site accessible from  the 

District website. 

     We plan to sell grapefruit and oranges at the 

former Kiwanis stand at the Circle.  This can be 

a great fund-raiser, but we need volunteers to 

help operate it.  Please come forward to assist. 

     I wish you all a Happy, Healthy and 

Prosperous New Year.  Bob Juers 

               FROM OUR 1ST VICE 

A thought to remember or Two 

Praise does wonders for the sense of hearing. 

It's easier to go down hill than up, but the view 

is better from the top. 

     A message from the Commander of Vice; 

I know that we are all getting ready for 

CHRISTMAS, and if you are not you are way a 

head of me. 

     The Post has had a good season so far, 

but we need to spread the wealth and say Merry 

Christmas to our veterans young and not so 

young and the ones that are feeling punk Gene 

& Gus to mention a few. Allan Andermatt 

passed December 18th. Memorial Services were 

held at Post 10am Saturday December 22nd.  

     Remember that we will have our 2nd. annual 

Chili Cook Off, Jan. 12, 2008. Please Check Our 

Web sight for more information ca853.org. 

Again thank for the beer cans and there 

collection (Gary Mathews and his new helper 

Harry) and to all of the rest that help. 

     Again membership is my Job. membership 

dues are past due on Jan 1, 2008 and 

delinquent on Feb. 1, 2008. Please save us 

some Time and money by getting them in 

A.S.A.P. 

Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year  

                                        from the 1st in Vice. 

                                       D.W. "MAC"DONALD   

                  FROM OUR 2ND VISE  

     HAPPY  HOLIDAYS TO EVERYONE!!!! 

     I'd like to do a lot of thanking. To Faye 

Nilsen for the great dinner for her Special 

Veterans at Christmas time at the VA Hospital, 

La Jolla. She will be able to give all 265 

hospitalized vets a gift from her POPPY fund, 

thanks to you. 

     I'd also like to thank B.J. Dennis, Darian 

Ainsley, Cher, Bob Juers, Mac and Mary 

MacDonald, Larry and Marian who helped me to 

put on a great early bird dinner this last 

Saturday evening (12/15/07). 

     January 12th Mac will host our 2nd Chili 

Cook Off.  Everyone is welcomed to come. Just 

remember, if your cooking, that everything has 

to be fixed here. Nothing at home if you want to 

qualify. 

     January 19th cook your own steak hosted by 

Bob Juers and Marian. 

                    "HAPPY NEW YEAR" 

mailto:post853@org
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Best wishes for the coming year. Also looking 

forward to cooking for all of you in the New 

Year. BUT REMEMBER, I NEED YOU TO COOK 

YOUR FAVORITE MEAL FOR US. Show us what 

you can do, give us a different meal, surprise 

us.                                                     KENNY 

  PROGRAM UPDATES  FROM MARIAN 

    MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THIS EVENT: 

       CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL WEEKEND: 

          FEBRUARY 9 AND 10, 2008::::::::: 

     CHILDREN'S MIRACLE NETWORK WALK:  

We will be hosting a walk from the Christmas 

Circle to the High School and back (if you can 

make it--your walk will be counted if you just 

walk to the school on February 9th.) I will 

have pledge sheets by Jan. 15th so you can get 

sponsors to sign to donate if you walk in their 

name. Multiple pledges can go on each sheet. 

There will be fresh fruit and bottled water where 

you sign in and at various sign in tables 

enroute. I will have a deputy sheriff to start us 

off and watch the traffic. There will be a pick up 

person to follow in case someone can't make it 

to the end and be brought back to the 

circle. Every cent collected will be hand carried 

to the San Diego Childrens hospital. This is a 

BIG American Legion program that is done all 

over the US. I will go to the schools to get the 

youngsters to participate. Wheelchairs, walkers, 

those with baby carriages are invited to join. We 

start at 7:30 and should be done by 9:30 or 

10am. Mark your calendar-it really is a lot of fun 

if you bring a friend or family member. I will 

need volunteers to man the water tables 

enroute and to help with the sign ups . 

                         READ ON------- 

     SUNDAY MORNING FEBRUARY 10TH 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST FOR SAN DIEGO 

CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL: Mac and Mary 

MacDonald will host a pancake, sausage and 

fixings breakfast at the Post from 8-11am. All 

profits will go to the San Diego Childrens 

Hospital. Tickets will be presold after February 

1st. Come out and help us make a difference for 

our Childrens Hospital. We never know when 

one of our Community's children will need to be 

hospitalized there.This will be open to the 

public. DONATION $5.00. 

     Call me if you want information or to 

volunteer:  Marian Landis 760-767-1164.   

   WELCOME NEW LEGION MEMBERS 

Randy N. Budd     Emerson D. Conklin 

Victor A. Levine   Bill Putney 

              FROM OUR CHAPLAIN 

     Christmas is almost here and the New 
Year is not far behind. This is a period for 
wrapping up things that occupied us during 
this last year and getting ready for new 
challenges in the coming year. One 
definition for insanity is:  "to repeat what 
you've been doing before but expecting a 
different outcom e." The "Lord's Prayer" has 
a phrase that says: "Forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us"! So, you want to have things to 
go well for yourself this next year?     
Hindsight applied to the future is foresight.    
Think through all the dumb and/or 
inappropriate things you've involved 
yourself with this past year and decide to not 
repeat them in the next year. Gossip, 
slander, unflattering rumors, holding 
grudges, using the name of God and His 
Son's name as swear words, as well as 
violating the rest of the Ten Commandments 
does not bring any happiness into your life 
and is harmful to those around you. To 
repeat these things will bring the same result 
as last year. You want God's blessing in your 
life, then be a blessing to those around you!     
You want God's forgiveness for your 
mistakes in life, then be willing to forgive 
others who have stepped on your toes this 
last year! Is it better to give than to receive?      
Love, forgiveness, respect, and honor are 
most effective when they are reciprocated.    
They work best on a two-way street. We 
have many opportunities in the American 
Legion to give to our community and to each 
other. The rewards are countless!       Ray  G.     

    FROM OUR AUXILIARY 

     Empowering Women, inspiring communities 

the American Legion Auxiliary is a remarkable 

organization with dedicated women across the 

country, devoted to Americaôs Veterans, young 

people and communities. 

     The women of the American Legion Auxiliary 

make a difference in the lives of all Americans.  

They educate children, organize community 

events and help our nationôs veterans through 
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legislative action and volunteerism. The 

American Legion Auxiliary is the worldôs largest 

patriotic service organization with nearly 1 

million members in 10,100 communities!  

Auxiliary members are a unique group of 

women, joined in the fellowship of 

volunteerism, patriotism and dedication to 

veterans, young people and communities. 

     To the 119 members that have paid their 

dues we give heartfelt thanks for your support.  

To our newest members we welcome you.  

Thank you to those who responded to BJ Dennis 

who volunteered to call and remind members 

who had not yet paid their dues. Our goal is to 

have 149 paid members.  As 2007 comes to an 

end we have given many volunteer hours and 

dollars to support our programs. To learn more 

about the programs our auxiliary supports we 

encourage you to attend a meeting or contact 

one of the auxiliary officers.   

     Poppy Chairwoman Faye Nilsenôs Chinese 

dinner raised $1,000 towards Christmas for the 

Veteranôs at La Jolla VA Hospital. Thanks to 

donations from our newest member Carol Lewis 

who donated a Glider ride for 2 at  Warner 

Springs. Thanks also to Overland Tour for 4, 

$50 gift certificate from Carmelitaôs Mexican Grill 

& Cantina, $20 gift certificate to the Western 

Wok at Palm Canyon Resort, Sysco foods, and 

generous $100 donation from Ann Liest and 

$100 from Marty Terry. Dorothy Moore won the 

Catalina Island get away big thanks to Bruce 

Siebert. Thank you Faye Nilsen and Dorothy 

Moore for all your hard work and to Kenny 

Mickelson who keeps the kitchen running 

smoothly and provides the muscle needed to 

see the job through no matter how challenging.  

Big hugs to Leo Moore who kept the dollars 

coming in with a welcoming smile.   

     The Christmas Party 2007 at the Post was 

a great success thanks to our hard working 

American Legion Family! There was a really 

great potluck shared by all and we thank 

everyone who donated so generously at this 

giving time of year. We were blessed with 

Christmas carols thank you DJ and her karaoke 

following and our bartender extraordinaire 

Sharon managed to keep the spirits full and 

happy. Our own Faye and her loving Odd Nilsen 

enjoyed a dance of the season warming every 

heart.     

     Thank you to Laurie Davies and the Hare 

Place for helping gather lots of toys for the 

needy Borrego Springs families and because of 

our generous American Legion family the 

Auxiliary was able to contribute 6 large bags of 

toys along with a check from the Auxiliary of 

$250. This was a community event organized by 

Coldwell Banker and the Borrego Springs Fire 

Department. Thank you to the Anza Borrego 

Park volunteers who wrapped and delivered the 

goodies to grateful Borrego Springs families 

spreading good will.   

     Thank you to our wonderful Christmas 

Party Committee for taking time out of your 

busy lives this time of year, Marie Tarango, 

Mary McMillian, Rita Hartman, DJ Cain and 

all our members who supported them 

decorating the Post, organizing the dinner and 

collecting and delivering the toys, your 

volunteer efforts were so worth it! God Bless 

you all!  

     There is still much good work to be done in 

the New Year 2008. We will begin working on 

Americanism, Girl's State and our Poppy 

programs. Come share your enthusiasm and 

pride with your Auxiliary Sister's! 

     I am thankful to all who continue to give so 

generously your support of our American Legion 

Family, Auxiliary Unit 853, Borrego Springs, 

California! 

     To the family and friends of Ann Leist, 

member in good standing here for 7 years, we 

bid our heartfelt condolences. 
ñIn Action to Honor and Serve Our Veteransò              
See you when we meet on January 14th. Until 

then Happy Holiday wishes and hugs.                                                                             

Karen Brown 

    WELCOME NEW AUXILIARY MEMBERS 

Mary Bacon     Beth Devine       Carol Lewis 

           Sharon Rath      Sharon Wahl 

   AUX. NEW MEMBERS & RENEWAL 

AUXILIARY ONLY NO SALS OR LEGION 

Auxiliary new members and renewal forms, 

please mail to Marie Tarango, P. O. Box 116, 

Borrego Springs, CA 92004-0138 

      Phone 760.767.1156 

        FROM OUR S.A.L.ôS 

     2008 membership renewals are coming in 

slow but the deadline to renew is coming up 

fast, [February]. To renew please make check 

payable to the S.A.L. # 853, and mail to Ron 
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Andersen  P.O. Box 448 Borrego Springs, CA 

92004. 

     Out next off road trip is Saturday January 

5th weather permitting.  Meet at the post 

around 8:30am, and we will leave at 9am. Must 

have a full tank of gas, bring plenty of water 

and other.  Dress warm, and bring a lunch. A 

grill will be provided. Depending on the 

temperature will determine the route of the 

trip. For more info you can call me at 619-787-

8487 cell  or 760-767-3471  home. 

        Thanks  Ron  

WEB SITE UPDATE BY ELMO 

Our Post 853 Web site is now listed with The 

American Legion at three levels: District, 

Department and National. Also, anyone in the 

world with access to the Internet can find Post 

853 with a Google search. 

Visit http://ca853.org , look it over, and email 

suggestions for additional content or changes to 

webmaster@ca853.org . Your participation is 

important. 

Check the Bulletin Board for Special Notices or 

changes to the Event Calendar at 

http://ca853.org/bulletin.htm . If you have a 

Special Notice or announcement that should be 

published on the Bulletin Board, email the 

webmaster@ca853.org . 

FYI: Want to know or find something? Look here 

http://www.refdesk.com . 

  A BIG THANK YOU GOES TO ELMO 

                    SPECIAL NOTE  

     Remember to bring your used computer 

inkjet cartridges and cell phones to the Post.  

We will deliver these to District 22 for The 

American Legacy Scholarship which is receiving 

$3. for every cell phone and $1. for 

every cartridge turned in. 

                      ALUMINUM CANS 

Please save your aluminum cans and turn 

in at our post or put in Can Trailer at 

Center Market. 

CALL YOUR POST AT LEAST ONCE A WEEK  

CHECK ON SPECIAL FUNCTIONS THAT WERE 

SCHEDULED, SPUR OF THE MOMENT, AND NOT 

ENOUGH TIME TO MAKE A MAILING OR GET 

INTO THE NEWSLETTER. 

      AMERICAN LEGION UNIFORM CAPS 

If you would like to order a Legion Cap, see Bob 

Juers. Cost $39.75 

           MEAL RESERVATIONS  

     Please Note: it is very important that 
you make reservations, by the day before, if 

you plan on eating at post on special dinner 

nights. The personôs putting on dinner, must 

know in advance, to make sure they have 

enough food. 

 

   All Legion Members  

    PLEASE RESPOND            

                 E-MAIL ADDRESS 
This could save us up to $350.00 per 
month, $4,200.00 per year. Give it a try 
Please supply our Post your e-mail address, so 

we can send The Desert Breeze and other 

notices to you by e-mail rather than snail-mail. 

Please write out your e-mail address and drop 

off at post, mail it, or better yet e-mail it to 

turp@cableusa.com  subject: AL Breeze e-mail 

address. 

We now have 167  members receiving    

Breeze by E-Mail! 

I must have your Ok to send your breeze 

by e-mail even if I already have your  

e-mail address.                     Thanx 

                                                Claude Turpin 

                                                 Breeze Editor 

   CONTACT THE EDITOR 

Claude Turpin P.O. Box 123, Borrego Springs, 

CA 92004-0123 e-mail turp@cableusa.com or 

put in envelope marked for editor and leave at 

Post.        No Phone Calls PLEASE 

Breeze goes to printer on 20th   of each month. 

  MAKE SURE EDITOR HAS YOUR INPUT  

      BY THE 19th OF EACH MONTH. 

     HOW TRUE THIS IS 

               THE COST TO JOIN 

                    IS NOTHING 
         COMPARED TO THE PRICE 
         YOU PAID TO BE ELIGIBLE 

    SPECIAL NOTE  

       ñYOUR BARTENDERS ARE 
                  VOLUNTEERSò 
  PLEASE TIP THEM GENEROUSLY 
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