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FROM OUR COMMANDER

Thanks to Leo Moore for making the new
signs for the grapefruit stand and the can bin on
Palm Canyon Drive. They look great, Leo.

Also thanks to Earl Pratt who provided cycle
parking pads. They are in a perfect location. As
you know, we voted at our January meeting to
prohibit paking of any vehicle inside the fence
were the deep pit and patio are located.

Also, at our January meeting we voted to
enforce the rule prohibiting pets from the deck.
They are welcome on our grounds, but pet
owners please keep them off the deck, and do
the proper thing -- clean up after them. Thanks
in advance for your cooperation.

I received a number of neat military quotes
from a friend of mine - a retired US Army
General. One of the quotes appears in this
newsletter with more to come in future
newsletters. | think you will enjoy reading
them. Bob Juers

MILITARY QUOTE OF THE MONTH

When in England at a fairly large conference,
Colin Powell was asked by the Archbishop of
Canterbury if our plans for Iraq were just an
example of empire building by George Bush. He
answered by saying, "Over the vyears, the
Unitede States has sent many of its fine young
men and women into great peril to fight for
freedom beyond our borders. The only amount
of land we have ever asked for in return is
enough to bury those that did not return.”

YOU PRESENCE IS REQUESTED

at the grapefruit stand! Yes, we have had some
thefts. Apparently some "dishonorable" people
do not understand, or choose to ignore, the fact
that on Mondays thru Fridays we sell fruit on the
honor system. Those who steal are stealing
from the community. We ask that all members
stop at the stand from time to time so we show
an abundance of traffic. Maybe this will help

stop thieves who sometimes take fruit and then
make the gesture of putting money into the
cash box, but put in nothing. Then there may be
those who think the fruit is free! Afternoons
seem to be the times when fruit is stolen
because we monitor inventories and cash a
couple of times during the day. Your
surveillance is appreciated. If a customer is
there when you stop by, talk with them. Most
people are happy to see someone from the Post.
Bob Juer

FROM OUR 1°T VICE

One thing you can give and still keep is your
WORD!

We are at 95%+ on our membership drive,
Thanks. We need all the members that we can
get so ask friends and neighbors if they want to
help the community by joining the American
Legion.

Our building fund is growing, in fact | would
like to thank Chuck E. for getting 2 donations in
one evening.

We have had a good response to our
grapefruit stand thanks to Larry, Bob, Marian
and their volunteers.

Gary M. is doing his usual good job on beer
cans with the help of his volunteers.

I was able to tell the Boy and Cub Scouts
that we were setting a side a camping area out
back. The Sal's said they would help to clear and
build it. We need help from people who have
experience in Scouting if you can help please
give me a call. 767-4889.

I would like to thank Kenny, Freida and
Gary for their help with The Children Hospital
Pan Cake Breakfast. Mary tells me that she
raised $555.00. A good month was had by all.

Thanks again for your help.

Yours in Service "MAC"



FROM OUR 2"° VICE
Thanks to everyone that came out for Super
Bowl Sunday and all the side dishes. We all had
fun.
PS: Thanks everyone for coming to the Rady
Childrent6s Breakfast.

WELCOME NEW LEGION MEMBERS
Jim Derrig Richard Hands David Lind
Bobby L. Pagan Don Penneers  MX Saunders
John L. Thomas

FROM OUR CHAPLAIN
Wisdom from the book of Proverbs (*)
16:9 A man's heart plans his way, but the Lord
directs his steps. 16:25 There is a way that
seems right to a man, but in the end it is the
way of death. 20:24 A man's steps are
determined by the Lord, so how can anyone
understand his own way? 21:2 All the ways of a
man seems right in his own eyes, but the Lord
evaluates his motives. 21:30 No wisdom, or
understanding, and no counsel will prevail
against the Lord. 17:28 Even a fool is
considered wise when he keeps silent, and is
counted as a man of understanding when he
seals his lips. 18:2 A fool has no delight in
understanding, but only wants to show off his
opinions. 18:13 The one who gives an answer
before he listens - This is foolishness and a
disgrace for him. 21:23 The one who guards
his mouth and tongue keeps himself out of
trouble. 21:24 The proud and arrogant person,
named "Mocker", acts with excessive pride.
18:22 A man who finds a wife finds a good
thing and obtains favor from the Lord. 19:14
Riches are the inheritance of fathers, but a
sensible wife is from the Lord. 21:19 Better to
live in the wilderness than with a nagging and
hot-tempered wife. 20:1 Wine is a mocker, beer
is a brawler, and whoever staggers because of
them is not wise. * (Holman translation)
A NIGHT FOR HEROS!

On Saturday night, 16 Feb. we had our King
Salmon dinner, thanks to Larry, Marion and
crew. That morning at the legion meeting we
heard reports of someone taking fruit without
paying from the stand at Christmas Circle. It
was also reported that "others" had stolen
several big bags of aluminum cans from the
trailer by the Center Market and left a huge

mess to clean up afterwards. This plus other
problems and disputes over the last few months
is very discouraging for those of us who have to
cope with these things and deal with the
distasteful consequences. But on that Saturday

night a very sweet thing happened to our postMr .

We paid honor to MSgt. Lind and his family for
his heroism in battle where he lost both of his
legs in Irag. Our post has helped him in several
ways financially and extended to him our
friendship and respect for what he has done for
our country and for the soldier that he is. |
talked with him and his wife for a while that
night and can tell you that he will not be one
who relies on the pity and charity of others but
does appreciate the help of the new friends that
he has found at our post. He told us that: "of
course some doors have been closed to me in
life, but other ones have opened and | look
forward to living a full and productive life with
my family."” Many other things were said during
the evening and it was a very pleasant time. At
the end, it occurred to me that in spite of all the
obstacles and problems we encounter at our
post, this evening expressed what we are all
about; Service to others who are worthy of our
help and service to our community to make it a
better place for the people in the community of
Borrego Springs. | thank you all for making a
night like this possible. Ray G.

MARIAN UPDATES

A big THANKS to the few walkers who
walked in our Rady's Children Hospital
Walkathon. We had a beautiful day which many
missed out on. But to total the complete
weekend here goes: $550.00 from the pancake
breakfast done by Mac, Mary McDonald and
Kenny with help from the Scouts; $950.00 from
donations. A total of $1500.00 isn't too bad for a
small town. My disappointment came from only
having two local families walk, they are the ones
who use this hospital for free when they are
unable to afford the cost. But again the Legion
came thru to help the community. Thank you all
for helping us to help our town..

Then came the big night when we honored
our Wounded Warrior, Gunny Lind and his
family. They came early Saturday Evening and
spent a wonderful evening talking to everyone
and enjoying Larry's salmon dinner. This family




is a credit to our military. They loved it here and
are going to try to get back for the luau. He
wants to play golf while here also. He is quite an
inspiration. Watch the Borrego Sun coming out
in a couple weeks for the article Connie wrote
on her update interview in person with our
warrior. We also gave him his 2008 membership
in our Post as a thank you plus 853 t-shirts for
all three. We had a sellout dinner and everyone
stayed to hear him talk to us. Everyone who
came spent time talking to David. Thank you all
for spending the evening with such a great man
and his family.

Another big Thank You goes to Leo Moore
for painting the signs on our Grapefruit stand
and the can collection container by the Red
Ocitillo.  Looks Great Leo.l was angry
at the theives who tore the gate off and stole at
least 1/2 of the cans in each of the 2 containers
then spent time scattering the remaining cans
all over the area. What a job it was to clean
up, Bob, Larry and | had to rake at least 1/2
acre to clean up, but alls fixed and they are back
in business again. Read my article in the current
Borrego Sun Letter to the Editor. The thefts
from the Grapefruit stand and this damage
above knawed on me and | had to let the town
know that we don't intend to put up with this.

Thank you Earl Pratt for putting the cycle
stand blocks in the ground on the outer fence
outside the yard fence at the Post. The NO
PARKING INSIDE THE FENCE AREA signs will be
going up as soon as the shop in Brawley
completes them. Sorry Guys!!

Heres a few of the things we accomplished
in the last month with dinner and Grapefruit
Stand profits.

10 Easter Baskets ($15 each) for Operation
Homefront kids who have parents in Irag.
$150.00.

A new computer for our Senior Center. To be
used by local Seniors. $500.00.

English & Spanish books, packs and learning
toys for Head Start. This is 50-50 with the SAL's.
$1560.00.

Post paid for Gy. David Linds room at
Borrego Resort. Chuck Engebretson got a
$150.00 room for $50.00 for us. Thanks Chuck.

We will have a Boys Stater to send to
Sacramento in June. Cdr. Bob and | interviewed
3 Junior boys at the High School and after 1

-3-

dropped out, we selected Andy Fuesler as our
1st Place with the alternate Alberto Vasquez in
case Andy was unable to attend. The cost for
this week when Andy attends , including
transportation--all  financed through dinner
profits..$450.00.

We've had quite a busy month here, and all
turned out super. Marian

FROM OUR WEBMASTER
Web pages are best viewed with screen
resolution set to 1024 x 768 or better.
Remember to use your browser's refresh
feature to display latest changes to Web pages.
Special announcements and latest Post news
can now be found at the top of the Home Page.
http://www.ca853.0r
If you have comments, suggestions, news,
or announcements of upcoming events please
e-mail them to webmaster@ca853.org
Elmo Gregory
Webmaster

FROM OUR AUXILIARY
The Memorial Poppy of the American
Legion Auxiliary is made by veterans. It is
distributed to the public near Memorial
Day and all donations received are used
only to benefit America's veterans.
POPPY FACTS

DO YOU KNOWi That in the spring of 1919,
amidst complete devastation, the poppies
bloomed in abundance on the battlefields of
France where so many of our men had fallen in
battle, and that a replica of this poppy has
become the Memorial Flower of the American
Legion Auxiliary?

That The American Legion was the first
national organization to adopt the poppy as its
Memorial Flower, having taken this action at the
national Convention in Cleveland, September
27-29, 1920?

That the American Legion Auxiliary adopted
the poppy as its Memorial Flower at its
organizing convention held in Kansas City, in
October 1921?

That at the time the American Legion
Auxiliary adopted the poppy, it pledged 100% of
the profits from the poppy distribution to
welfare relied for servicemen and servicewomen
and their families, thus fulfilling the true


http://www.ca853.org/
mailto:webmaster@ca853.org

meaning of the poppy, and emblem of faith;
faith which is being kept with all who died
through service to the living?

That the American Legion Auxiliary, in order
to protect the memorial poppy from the inroads
of commercialism, adopted a national poppy
program at the St. Paul Convection in 1924
which eliminated the commercial poppy?

That the memorial poppies are made of red
crepe paper, by hand, by disabled veterans in
hospitals and poppy workrooms in forty states,
and that the workers receive pay for each poppy
made, the material being furnished free by the
Department in the state in which the hospital is
located?

That the more than 25,000,000 poppies
made by disabled veterans are distributed on
the streets under the supervision of the
American Legion Auxiliary by approximately
125,000 volunteer workers who receive no
compensation?

That through the American Legion Auxiliary
poppy program, more than $300,000 is paid
annually to needy and disabled service men and
service women for making the poppies?

That proceeds from the distribution of over
25,000,000 poppies annually under the guidance
of the American Legion Auxiliary amount to
more than $2,000,000, every penny of which is
devoted to Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
work by both The American Legion and
Auxiliary, which includes aid to needy veterans
and their families? The method of distribution
varies in each Department, depending upon the
nature of the demands for help. Each of our
10,500 Units in communities scattered all over
the United States, its territorial possessions, and
in foreign countries where veterans reside,
maintains a Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
Committee working under a chairman, and a
Children and Youth Committee with its
chairman. These Unit chairmen are assisted by
Department chairmen of similar committees,
who in turn, work under the guidance of a
National Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
Chairman and a National Children and Youth
Chairman.

That the public is given an opportunity each
year to help in the significant work of The
American Legion and the American Legion
Auxiliary, as well as an opportunity to pay

tribute to all who died in service, by wearing a
poppy on Poppy Day?

Mark your calendars Saturday, April 12th
Poppy Chairwoman Faye's annual Texas style
barbecue. If you have not signed up to help her
with this fundraising event please do so now. If
you are unable to give her your time you can
send donations in care of the Poppy Program
Unit 853, P. O. Box 116, Borrego Springs, CA
92004.

The Auxiliary will once again hold an Easter
Basket auction on March 15. The committee will
have full details presented at our March
10 meeting 5pm at the Post. All who
participated last year are very enthusiatic.
Reminder day light savings time begins Sunday,
March 9th and the desert will be the most
glorious place to be.

At the District 22 meeting we learned that
National has dropped our Accidental Death
coverage so that is no longer a member benefit.

Unit 853 is hard at work for our
Americanism, Girls State and Poppy programs.
Members present at the February Unit meeting
voted to donate $100. to help our District 22
Girls State Tea in May. Not only did Auxiliary
members Carol Lewis, Freida McLaughlin, Mary
MacDonald and Marion Landis who was the
champion organizer, participate in the Rady
Children's Hospital Walk A Thon and Pancake
breakfast raising pledges and selling tickets to
this worthy cause organized by our American
Legion Post but members present at February
meeting voted to give an additional $500. | am
proud to announce that this was the only Post
and Unit in the district to participate and
congratulations on a job well done inspite of the
cold early morning trek.

Our membership is strong and we are so
close to meeting the 100% goal. If you have not
yet paid your dues please do so now if you are
unable let us know how we can help you. It is
really wonderful to see the new faces at our
meetings thank you for your support and
spreading the good word about Unit 853!

Dee O'Brien won the meeting raffle. Who will
win in March? If you haven't tried the baked
potato supper at the Post be sure to check your
calendar for Monday, March 10th. Many thanks
to Mary McMillian, Marie Tarango and Danna
Dempsey and the men who helped them with



February's supper it was a hearty meal and
fundraiser. The Auxiliary ladies are talking of
monthly brunches at the post to gather for
supporting the Post and having some fun. Those
interested contact Marie Tarango or drop by the
Post and leave a message for the Auxiliary.

Big thanks to Chuck Engbretson for bringing
Gunny Lind into our lives! il n Acti on
and Serve Our Vet eransp
meet on March 10. Karen Brown

AUX. NEW MEMBERS & RENEWAL
AUXILIARY ONLY NO SALS OR LEGION
Auxiliary new members and renewal forms,
please mail to Marie Tarango, P. O. Box 116,
Borrego Springs, CA 92004-0138

Phone 760.767.1156

FROMOURS. A. L. 6S

The S.A.L.'s will be having our annual Luau

on Saturday March 29th, at S5pm.
Pigs and Turkeys in the Deep Pit. Lumpia,

rice and pancit, all for $15.00.
This event is open to the public, so tell everyone.
Bring your friends and family for our big Luau.

Our next meeting, Tuesday March 11". Please
plan to attend for we will be planning the Luau,
and nominating officers. Thanks Ron

WELCOME NEW S.A. L.
Leroy A. Roseke

0S ME

SPECIAL NOTE

Remember to bring your used computer
inkjet cartridges and cell phones to the Post.
We will deliver these to District 22 for The
American Legacy Scholarship which is receiving
$3. for every cell phone and $1. for
every cartridge turned in.

ALUMINUM CANS

toS ME

you plan on eating at post on special dinner
nights. The personds p
know in advance, to make sure they have
enough food.

All Legion Members

ON,
E-MAIL ADDRESS

This could save us up to $350.00 per
month, $4,200.00 per year. Give it a try

Please supply our Post your e-mail address, so
we can send The Desert Breeze and other
notices to you by e-mail rather than snail-mail.
Please write out your e-mail address and drop
off at post, mail it, or better yet e-mail it to
turp@cableusa.com subject: AL Breeze e-malil
address.

We now have 175 members receiving
Breeze by E-Mail!
I must have your Ok to send your breeze

by e-mail even if I already have your
e-mail address. Thanx

Claude Turpin
Breeze Editor

CONTACT THE EDITOR
Claude Turpin P.O. Box 123, Borrego Springs,
M EA.t:_ %g04—0123 e-mail turp@cableusa.com or
ut in envelope marked for editor and leave at
Post. No Phone Calls PLEASE
Breeze goes to printer about 20™ of each month.
MAKE SURE EDITOR HAS YOUR INPUT
BY THE 18" OF EACH MONTH.

HOW TRUE THIS IS

THE COST TO JOIN
IS NOTHING
COMPARED TO THE PRICE
YOU PAID TO BE ELIGIBLE

Please save your aluminum cans and turn
in at our post or put in Can Trailer at
Center Market.

MEAL RESERVATIONS

Please Note: it is very important that
you make reservations, by the day before, if

SPECIAL NOTE

AYOUR BARTENDERY}
VOLUNTEERSO
PLEASE TIP THEM GENEROUSLY

bt ot
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