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                        DESERT BREEZE 
     760-767-4001                   BORREGO SPRINGS POST 853                         MAY, 2008 

FROM OUR COMMANDER 

     Once again as we near the end of a Legion 

year we are reminded of the progress our Post 

has made, especially with the programs we 

sponsor. It has been another good year for us, 

and once again I urge members to step up and 

take charge of a program next year. The 

programs in which we actively participate 

include:       Americanism 

              Children and Youth 

              Community Service 

        Veterans' Affairs and Rehab 

A greater the number of persons participating 

means a lot less work for our Post Program 

chairperson so please don't be complacent.  

As one would say in Redneck English, "Let's "git 

'er done!" 

  Here's another military quote worth reading: 
     "A U.S. Navy Admiral was attending a naval 

conference that included Admirals from the 

U.S., English, Canadian, Australian and French 

Navies. At a cocktail reception, he found 

himself standing with a large group of officers 

that included personnel from most of those 

countries. Everyone was chatting away in 

English as they sipped their drinks, but a 

French Admiral suddenly complained that 

'whereas Europeans learn may languages, 

Americans learn only English.' He then asked, 

'Why is it that we always have to speak English 

in these conferences rather than speaking 

French?'  Without hesitating, the American 

Admiral replied 'Maybe it's because the Brits, 

Canadians, Aussies and Americans arranged it 

so you wouldn't have to speak German.'  You 

could have heard a pin drop!             Bob Juers 

               FROM OUR 1ST VICE 

     Life is like a bicycle...you don't fall off 

unless you stop pedaling . 

     Well Mary and I got back from Hawaii last 

night we had a great time with friends and the 

new friends that we met. It was great to slow 

down to a fast gallop, they did keep us moving 

until we got back to L.A. 

     I see that Gary got the fencing for the Boy 

Scouts compound. And Louie said that he 

would help cut some of the trees to clear the 

area. I would like to see some support for this 

project as we Chartered this Troop. 

Well the nominations are coming up this 

Saturday and we need a lot of participation. 

The Post needs to get on the Ball because we 

can only go so long saying we will do it 

tomorrow, or waiting for somebody else to do it 

for us, or saying it cant be done. I will be 

running for Commander and I would like to see 

the three Units to come to gather and work as 

one Unit, we all have the same goals and 

interests the good of the post. I would like your 

support 

      I received an E-mail while we were gone 

saying that I had not given a member the 

proper respect when I asked him to leave. I did 

not insult him or us[e] foul language.  

Aloha; 

From the one that is charge in of vice! 

"MAC" MacDonald 

1st Vice Commander 

             FROM OUR FINANCE OFFICER 

     A huge thank you to Rick and Joan Anson of 

Anson Construction Co. for the donation of 

concrete for the new motorcycle parking pad 

and the walkway between the stairs and the 

cooler. 

     Many thanks to everybody involved in the 

forming, placing and finishing the cement: 

Jim Battaglia, Mike Battaglia, Mark Dedes, John 

Gilbert, Ray Graham, Trevor Jones, Gary 

Matthews, Jeff Miller, Doc Pratt and Earl Pratt.  

Extra kudos to Doc, we couldnôt have done it 

without him!!! 

     Thanks also to Mac MarKerchar for 

supplying the striping paint. 
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     The fruit stand has netted approximately 

$7,500.00 as of 4-19-08. Thanks to all that 

make it a success. 

     Building fund donations have slowed, but 

are still coming in. The balance is $14,197.73. 

         Harry Jones 

          Every path has a few puddles.  
                FROM OUR CHAPLAIN 

Integrity!  What good is it? Webster's says: 

"The quality or state of being of sound moral 

principle; uprightness, honesty, and 

sincerity."    This is an issue that we all fall 

short of from time to time. It's just too easy 

sometimes to fudge things a bit; push the 

limits; cut corners; etc. etc. Financial integrity 

gets a little fuzzy around tax time, I 

understand, but for me there will always be a 

problem when the Govt. wants more money 

than the church in tithes. It's a matter of 

priorities! Personal integrity will always be a 

factor whether you are voting for "President" of 

the U.S. or "Dog Catcher" for the American 

Legion. Quotes from Proverbs: 

12:17  "He who breaths truth shows forth 

righteousness, but a false witness deceit." 

19:22  "The charm of a man is his kindness, 

and a poor man is better than a liar." 
20:10  "Different kinds of weights, different 

kinds of measures, both are hatefull to 

Jehovah."                                       Ray  G. 

               UPDATE FROM MARIAN 

Post 853 programs during 2007-2008 
Legion Year. 
     The Post has almost finished its programs 

for the Legion Year.  We have covered a wide 

area--Community Service (Senior Center 

Computer Installation and a new American 

Flag); Children and Youth-The truck load of 

books, school room equipment and supplies for 

our Head Start and Pre School kids; 2 Cub and 

Boy Scout Sponsorships and fund raisers: 

Christmas gifts for local Christmas 

baskets: Walkathon for Children's Hospital 

($1815 total donated): Easter baskets for 10 

children of deployed parents through Operation 

Homefront; 30 dozen golf balls for Borrego 

Springs High School Golf Team;1 Boys Stater 

($450.00) and the annual bike and $100 check 

for outstanding Elementary school graduation 

students. Our Wounded Worrior Program was 

perfect ($4515)-Thanks to you all. Fencing in 

part of our property for the Boy Scouts to have 

as theirs for camping, etc.; 11 patriotic days 

each year about 12 members put up 130 

American Flags and 4 POW flags along the 

city's main street and take down those 

evenings; 600 used ink cartridges have been 

given to the District so that the $1 received for 

each goes to deceased military childrens 

college fund. I have been working for 4 months 

to get one of our very ill members into the 

Chula Vista Veterans Home and it is almost a 

done job.   

     This has been a very successful year as you 

can see.  A lot of work, long hours, but a true 

feeling of "WELL DONE" knowing we are 

helping our Veterans and our Community. 

     Please stick by us again next year. I have a 

feeling our Schools and Anza Borrego State 

Park Jr. Rangers (we worked 44 4th & 5th 

graders through a 3 month course each of  the 

last 3 years) will need our help next year with 

these California budget cuts coming. 

     Will any of you members have a family 

member going to Iraq or Afganistan in the next 

year??  If so-please let me know. The park and 

I are working on a project with our satelite 

truck people where we are trying to work out a 

program to set up times to be in visual contact 

with our family members over there for you to 

have a session talking to them. This is in a 

talking stage yet--but we may be able to do 

this. If you have any ideas--please share. 

     Our latest project was taking over the 

Kiwanis Grapefruit stand in January. Lots of 

hard work but we had a very successful and 

profitable 4 months. We had a super group of 

members helping on weekends by working in 2 

hour shifts selling bags of grapefruit and 

oranges. Look for us next year. 

     This is what the Legion does and stands 

proud doing. We accomplish these things only 

with you behind us. A huge hug and an even 

bigger THANK YOU FOR A GREAT YEAR!!! 

       Marian 

Landis 

                  GRAPEFRUIT STAND 
     To our GRAPEFRUIT STAND VOLUNTEERS 

thank you so much for being there for 

Commander Bob, Larry and myself. 
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Larry Johnson-84 Hours                  

Frank Lemon-18 Hours 

Marian Landis-42 Hours 

Webb Cate- 14 Hours 

Hugh McLean - 18 Hours 

Warren Smith - 16 Hours 

Mac McDonald - 16 Hours 

Ken Ankeny - 14 Hours 

Ray Graham - 6 Hours 

Bob Juers - 85 Hours 

Ken Michelson - 4 Hours 

Marty Denyer - 10 Hours 

Ken Hales - 8 Hours 

Frieda - 4 Hours 

Claude Turpin - 12 Hours 

Harley Hartman - 12 Hours 

Sam & Marilyn Cimo - 4 Hours 

Dean Krapf - 2 Hours 

Gene Seibert - 2 Hours 

Thats team work Legionnaires--God Bless You 

All.           Marian, Larry & Bob 

  Life isn't about wa iting for the storm to   
  pass...It's about learning to dance in the  
  rain.  

      FROM OUR AUXILIARY 

     April is Volunteer Appreciation month 

and as we complete our year end reports I can 

tell you how proud I am of our organization 

and all the dedicated volunteers in our Unit. We 

are truly a wonderful American Legion family! 

Many thanks for your dedication to serving our 

veterans and community programs. This 

Auxiliary Unit appreciates all the hard work 

improving our Post from our SALs and 

Legionaires.  

     Poppy letters were sent thanks to our 

dedicated members who met at the Post to fold 

and stuff and stamp with special thanks to 

Claude Turpin for getting us the envelopes, 

address and postage stamps and for labeling 

sorting and mailing them! What a great team 

effort. For all who participated we are so 

grateful.  

     Faye's annual Texas Barbecue on April 

12th was a huge success raising $2,360 to kick 

off the Poppy drive. To all who gave a donation 

to the Junior Auxiliary members big thanks 

those funds have not yet been totaled until 

after the drive is completed. I will report to you 

in the next Breeze. The Poppy letters were sent 

prior to the kick off dinner and we were not 

aware of who would be attending. Poppy 

Chairwoman, Faye Nilsen and Unit 853 give 

thanks to our community for generous 

donations, Mort's Apparel;, Old Homestead 

Fudge, Company; Village liquors, Borrego 

Outfitters; Ocotillo's; Carmelita's Mexican 

Cantina; The Desert Image; Tumbleweed; 

Orchard Hill Country Inn, Julian; Warner 

Springs Lodge; Santa Ysabel Casino; Hotel 

Metropole, Avalon Catalina Island; Borrego 

Springs Resort; Kendall's Café; Julian Pie 

Company; Sysco foods; Don's Market in Santa 

Ysabel; Jim Snowden; and the Borrego Springs 

Ladies Republican Club.  

     April 14 Auxiliary meeting, the 

nominating committee reported the following 

nominations, Marie Tarrango, 1st Vice, Mary 

McMillian, 2nd Vice, Karen Brown, Executive 

Committee, and the President position is open. 

Danna Dempsey will be treasurer, Julianne 

North, secretary, Mary MacDonald, Chaplain, 

Lynn Aldous, Sergeant at Arms and Danna 

Dempsey volunteered to chair Girls State, as 

you can see there are positions to fill so I 

encourage you to consider one. We will be 

voting at the May 12th meeting so please plan 

to attend and be counted. Your auxiliary needs 

your support to continue serving the various 

programs.  

     We will be voting for convention delegates 

as well. If you are interested in attending the 

convention held in Bakersfield on June 19-22 

please let me know. We need 4 delegates for 

voting rights. If you have never been to 

convention this is your opportunity. Mary Mac 

Donald, Mary McMillian, and Karen Brown have 

been nominated as delegates and need your 

vote.  

     Thank you to all the cooks and clean up 

helpers and the men who love and support us. 

Thank you to our bartenders and welcome back 

Wendy on Mondays!  

     Congratulations to Kristen West our Girls 

State Delegate from Borrego Springs High 

School.  

     May 10th our Unit will host the bingo and 

lunch at the VA Hospital, La Jolla for 75 

patients. Members present at the April Auxiliary 
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meeting voted to supply the refreshments and 

Gretchen North volunteered a donation of 5 

phone cards to give as winning bingo gifts. 

Thank you. If you would like to join us on 

Saturday, May 10th please see me or Danna 

Dempsey, Marie Tarango, or Mary McMillian 

who generously volunteered their time. If you 

are unable to travel to the hospital we could 

use help preparing the napkins and utensils. 

Our Junior Auxiliary will also be joining us. This 

is a cherished veteran activity. The Units from 

Julian and Warner Springs have all taken a turn 

and felt very rewarded. Let's make a good 

memory of Unit 853!  

     I attended the District meeting in Escondido 

on Sunday, April 13th. Plans for the upcoming 

elections and convention were discussed as 

well as all the program chairwomen reminding 

of the year end reports that are due. The next 

meeting will be June 1 in La Mesa.  

     Thank you to all who have helped with the 

year end reports at this busy time. As some of 

you leave for the summer you will be missed 

and I wish you good health and happiness until 

you return. I received a lovely letter from 25 

year member Connie Haight. It is good to keep 

in touch.  

     Membership, I am proud to report we have 

met our GOAL for this year! Thank you Marie 

Tarango for your hard work and attention to 

detail. Your membership dues are vital to 

keeping our programs funded.  

     Karen won the raffle who will win it next 

month.  

     "In Action to Honor and Serve Our 

Veterans" See you when we meet on May 

12th Karen Brown 

 FIRST PLACE WINNERS OF AUXILIARY 
AMERICANISM ESSAY HELD IN MARCH 
             America ï Home of the brave,  

                         Land That I  Love 
By Alexis Hernandez 

     Grade 4, Borrego Springs Elementary School 

     People love America because of its beautiful 

deserts, animals, vistas and because of its 

freedoms.  Many people come together here 

from different countries, states and continents. 

Many people are moving to America and they 

come here because they love it.  My family and 

I are some of those people. 

     America is the ñHome of the Braveò because 

our soldiers fight to protect our democracy. 

America is also brave because of the many 

people who work to protect us in our country 

such as firemen, park rangers, police and 

leaders such as Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

     America is the ñLand that I Loveô because it 

is a beautiful country. It has deserts with soft 

sand, huge mountains and tall green ocotillos. 

The animals in America are many and 

wonderful. There are furry bears, mountain 

lions and colorful birds with pointy beaks. 

     I understand what it means to be brave.  My 

family came here from Mexico for a better life 

and that takes courage. We not live in the 

ñHome of the Braveò and this is the ñLand that I 

Loveò. 

             America- Home of the Brave,  

                       Land that I love 

               By Taylor Hamilton, Grade 5 

          Borrego Springs Elementary School 

     I am writing about the topic ñAmerica- 

Home of the Brave, Land that I love.ò There are 

a lot of things those words could mean but the 

first two words that come to my mind when I 

hear that phrase are bravery and freedom. 

     Home of the brave makes me think of 

bravery because our country is never afraid to 

stick up for its rights and protect people 

whether they live in our country or in another 

country. It took bravery for the colonists to 

cross the ocean and start a new life. It takes 

just that amount of bravery for a fire fighter to 

go back into a building to save someone. 

People have to put their lives as risk to help 

other people and that takes bravery. 

     Land that I love makes me think of freedom 

because America is one of the lucky countries 

that fought and won its freedom. Freedom was 

so important to the people there was a war 

between the states so all people could be free. 

Today, Americans go to other countries to fight 

for freedom for other people who want the 

same things we want. Such as being able to 

vote for who will lead their country, being able 

to voice their own opinion, and being able to 

choose their own religion. 

     The two key ingredients in making America 

the Land I love are bravery and freedom. These 
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key ingredients are important now and will be 

just as important in the future. 

        FROM OUR S.A.L.ôS 

     Our 5th annual Luau, was another 

successful event, not as big as our previous 

Luaus, but with the high wind conditions, it 

wasn't a bad turnout. First we want to thank 

Jerry and Judy Shannon for their donation of 

the pigs, without their donation, there would be 

no Luau. We want to thank Dan Arnado from 

Lake Havasau, each year he brings a whole 

bunch of people down from Havasau, and then 

spends the day making the Pancit. Great job 

Dan.  Then we want to thank Jim and Pam 

Cooper for helping pull pig and Pam served 

desserts and coffee.  Speaking of desserts, we 

want to thank Shirley Turpin for baking all of 

the desserts. Thanks to everyone else who 

helped with the Luau and who came out to 

spend the evening with us. 

     NOW for some serious news, we have a real 

serious need for new leadership with the 

S.A.L.s.  Michael Pratt (Doc), Earl Pratt, and 

myself Ron Andersen are stepping down and 

retiring as officers with the Sons of the 

American Legion. We have been doing this for 

eight years, and it is time for some new blood 

to step up and continue the S.A.L. #853. We 

have been doing this since the beginning and 

we are tired. If anyone is interested in being a 

commander, First Vice, Second Vice, 

Membership /Finance, Adjutant, please be at 

our next meeting which is Tuesday, May 13th 

at 7pm. 

     If new officers are not nominated and 

elected soon, there might not be a S.A.L. # 853 

Ron Andersen           

ron@cableusa.com 

760-767-3471 hm. 

619-787-8487 cell 

                SPECIAL NOTE  

     Remember to bring your used computer 

inkjet cartridges and cell phones to the Post.  

We will deliver these to District 22 for The 

American Legacy Scholarship which is receiving 

$3. for every cell phone and $1. for 

every cartridge turned in. 

 

 

 

                      ALUMINUM CANS 

Please save your aluminum cans and turn 

in at our post or put in Can Trailer at 

Center Market. 

 

   All Legion Members  

    PLEASE RESPOND            

                 E-MAIL ADDRESS 
This could save us up to $350.00 per 
month, $4,200.00 per year. Give it a try 
Please supply our Post your e-mail address, so 

we can send The Desert Breeze and other 

notices to you by e-mail rather than snail-mail. 

Please write out your e-mail address and drop 

off at post, mail it, or better yet e-mail it to 

turp@cableusa.com  subject: AL Breeze e-mail 

address. 

We now have 165  members receiving    

Breeze by E-Mail! 

I must have your Ok to send your breeze 

by e-mail even if I already have your  

e-mail address.                     Thanx 

                                                Claude Turpin 

                                                 Breeze Editor  

Anything is possible if you don't know what 
you are talking about  

  HOW TRUE THIS IS 

               THE COST TO JOIN 
                    IS NOTHING 
         COMPARED TO THE PRICE 

         YOU PAID TO BE ELIGIBLE 

òCongressmen who willfully take actions 
during wartime that damage morale and 
undermine the military are saboteurs and 
should be arrested, exiled or Hanged!!!  
  PRESIDENT ABRAHAM LINCOLN 

 SPECIAL NOTE  

       ñYOUR BARTENDERS ARE 
      VOLUNTEERSò  PLEASE TIP 
           THEM GENEROUSLY 

mailto:ron@cableusa.com
mailto:turp@cableusa.com

