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                        DESERT BREEZE 
760-767-4001                    BORREGO SPRINGS POST  853                      JUNE, 2008  

FROM OUR COMMANDER  

     We had a record turnout at our meeting on 

May 17th -- 48 members.  Let's make this a 

tradition rather th an a once-in-a while 

occurrence. The membership elected new 

officers for the 2008 -2009 Legion year which 

begins July 1. They are as follows: 

Commander                        "Mac" MacDonald 

First Vice -Commander             Ken Mickelson 

Second Vice -Commander      Dave McCleerey 

Finance Officer                              Bob Juers 

Sergeant -At -Arms            Chuck Engebretson 

Judge Advocate                             Bob Juers 

Executive Committee:  Harley Hartman 

,Harry Jones, Sam Cimo, Warren Smith 

Delegates to  Dept. Convention:   
"Mac" MacDonald, Bob Juers, Marian Landis & 

Larry Johnson 

     Congratulations to all!  New officers will be 

installed at 10 a.m. on June 14th by Past 

District 22 Officers.  Food and refreshments will 

follow. 

     Here's the last of the  military quotes 
from my collection:  
     At a conference in France attended by a 

number of international engineers including 

French and American, during a break one of 

the French egineers came back into the room 

saying "Have you heard the latest dumb stun t 

the American President has done?  He has sent 

an aircraft carrier to Indonesia to help the 

tsunami victims.  What does he intend to do, 

bomb them?" 

     A Boeing engineeer stood up and replied 

quietly  "Our carriers have three hospitals on 

board that can treat several hundred people; 

they are nuclear powered and can supply 

emergency electrical power to shore facilities; 

they have three cafeterias with the capacity to 

feed 3,000 people three meals a day; they can 

produce several thousand gallons of fresh 

water from sea water each day, and they carry 

half a dozen helicopters for use in transporting 

victims and injured to and from their flight 

deck.  We have eleven such ships how many 

does France have?  The room became silent! 

We are beginning a program to recognize 

servicemen and women serving in Iraq and 

Afghanistan who are family members of our 

Post members. Please contact 1st Vice (soon to 

be commander) Mac Macdonald.  Bob JUers 

 

                 FROM OUR 1 ST VICE 

     A thought to remember A VETERAN ; 

     A veteran, whether on active duty, former 

active duty, retired,   national guard or reserve, 

is someone who, at one point in his or her life, 

wrote a blank check, payable to the United 

States of America, for an amount "UP TO AND 

INCLUDING HIS OR HER LIFE". 

Message  from the one in charge of  VICE 
                (self appointed);  
     I want to thank all the people that have 

helped me in the past year as we have had a 

good year, I sure can't list all threre names  so I 

wont try.  

     We have a full plate for t he coming year. I 

want to congratulate Karen and Harry for 

taking the leadership of the Auxilary and the 

S.A.L.'s and to challenge them to make this a 

better Post. I know that they will work with the 

new Commander and the E-Board to this end. 

     The Boy Scout Program is giong well, we 

raised $522.00 with the Breakfast this past 

mounth spliting it equally between The Boy 

Scouts and The Cub Scouts. 

Gary called me last night an told me that he 

had picked up a nem swamp cooler for the post 

this ought to save us money this summer. 

Thanks Gary Oh another thanks goes to Harry 

for the repair he made to the pantry all I had to 

do was mention it and it  was done.  

As All Ways!            The one in Charge of Vise; 

     "MAC" 



 

-2- 

     A  closed  mouth  gathers  no feet    

             FROM OUR CHAPLAIN  

     In the coming year I will not be servi ng as 

the Post 853 Chaplain. It has been an honor 

and privelege to serve the Post in this capacity. 

I regret the mistakes that I've made and I'm 

proud of a few accomplishments. I very mu ch 

enjoyed getting in my "two cents worth" in t he 

Desert Breeze every month. Some of you might 

not agree with some of the things I've written, 

but the only advice I can give you is to always 

seek the real, actual truth in any matter.  It is 

my belief that God is the source of all truth 

because He is the Author of all creation.  The 

one that creates the game gets to write the 

rules. If you don't believe that; You are really in 

for a big surpr ise when you leave this life. To 

have faith is not enough if  It's in the contrived 

ideas of mankind. To have strong beliefs is 

worth nothin g if  It's not based on truth.  To 

choose nothing is to drift  with the prevailing 

cultural winds, r egardless of right or 

wrong. May God's Will be done in all of your 

lives according to His mercy and justice. 

Ray G.      

 

              UPDATE FROM MARIAN  

     NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS:  Our #1 prize 

at our 10th Anniversary party in October was 

returned to us  by a member because they feel 

they aren't up to flying, so we put it up to raffle 

off at our Installation on 14 June, around noon 

the drawing will be held.   Heres all the 

info. This has to be used by October 20, 2008.   

         THREE DAY/TWO NIGHT STAY-OVER AT 

THE NUGGET CASINO AND HOTEL IN 'RENO, 

NEVADA IN A DELUXE ROOM; TWO ROUND 

TRIP PLANE TICKETS TO RENO ON 

SOUTHWEST AIRLINES PLUS DRINK TICKETS 

FOR FREE DRINKS WHILE FLYING. This prize is 

valued at $887.40 total   AND ITS ALL FREE IF 

YOU WIN.  TICKETS ARE 1 FOR $1 OR 6 FOR 

$5.00. For those of you here in Borrego you 

can get your tickets at t he bar anytime.  For 

those of you snowbirds who want to get in on 

this, send us the amount of money you want to 

spend and we will return your ticket and throw 

the other one into the pot for the final 

drawing.  Just remember this has to be used by 

Oct. 20th 2008.  If any of you from Washington 

or Oregon win you could use it enroute to 

Borrego for your winter stay.  Just send with my 

name on it and I will send your tickets by 

return mail. Again, the drawing is on June 14 th 

noon.                                        Marian Landis 

     To all of you, I want to again thank you for 

being here for us during your visits.   We did a 

lot again this year and we are very proud of our 

little post.  We hope to see you again in 

October. To our locals, a big THANK YOU  also. 

Stay well and be happy.                        Marian 

 

 The man who says it can' t be done should  
      not interrupt the woman doing it.  

 

     FROM OUR AUXILIARY  

     May 12 Auxiliary meeting,  

Congratulationôs members present voted Marie 

Tarango, 1st Vice, Mary McMillian, 2nd vice and 

Karen Brown, President. Gretchen North, 

Executive committeewoman, Danna Dempsey, 

treasurer, Julianne North, secretary, Mary 

MacDonald, Chaplain and Lynn Aldous, 

Sergeant at Arms. Installation of officers will be 

held Saturday, June 14 at 10 a. m. at Post 853 

with a lunch to follow catered by Kendalôs Caf®. 

     It was decided to celebrate and recognize 

retiring officers and volunteers in October when 

most members will be returning to Borrego 

Springs to share in the appreciation of some 

really wonderful women.  

     Committee Chairmen,  Danna Dempsey, 

Girls State Chair, Darien Ainsley, Americanism 

Chair, Rosa Sanchez, Children and Youth, 

Chair. We still have programs that need our 

support for this coming year. Please consider 

helping however you can as all effort is 

appreciated and really does make a difference. 

We are a team. 

     Convention delegate election,  Mary Mac 

Donald, Mary McMillian, and Karen Brown have 

been elected as delegates to represent Unit  

853 at the upcoming Convention in Bakersfield. 

     May 10th  our Unit hosted the bingo  and 

lunch at the VA Hospital, La Jolla.  Danna 

Dempsey, Marie Tarango and Mary MacDonald 

and I caravanned together from Borrego 

Springs bringing our goodies and sunshine to 

share with some grateful veterans. Our Junior 

Auxiliary members Kalyn, Chloe and Daisy met 
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us there with their mothers to help assist the 

disabled veterans. Thank you to our Legion 

family for donating T shirts to all the 

participants. I can tell you the food and gifts 

and time spent with these veterans was much 

appreciated. We did such a good job they have 

invited us to participate again next spring. Unit 

853 congratulations on a job well done.  

     The next District meeting  will be June 1  

in La Mesa . There will be our Distr ict President 

and Commander appreciation luncheon 

following the meeting and all are invited.  

     Membership,  I am proud to report we 

have met our GOAL for this year! Thank you 

Marie Tarango for your hard work and attention 

to detail. Remember our membership dues are 

vital to keeping our programs funded and we 

sincerely thank you for your continued support.  

     Poppy Drive  Thank you to all who have 

supported the hard working volunteers for this 

wonderful program! Donations are still coming 

in and I will be  giving you a good update soon. 

In California $37,000 in wages was generated 

for disabled veterans in the poppy production! 

Unit 853 thanks you all who support this 

program. 

     Good Times and Camaraderie  Wow with 

Linda lpolese Karaoke and super cooks like 

Mary and Bruce I think Borrego Springs Post  

853 is definitely going to be the hot spot to 

enjoy this summer. We are blessed with the 

best bartenders too! 

     Thank you Mac for Motherôs Day Brunch and 

flowers.  

     Lynne Aldous won the raffle who will win it 

next month.  

ñIn Action to Honor and Serve Our 
Veteransò See you when we meet on June 9th 

                                                 Karen Brown 

 

Mrs.. Feeney shouted from the kitchen, 'Is  
 that you I hear spittin' in the vase on the     
                        mantle piece?'       
'No,' said himself, 'but I'm   gettin'  closer  
                        all the time.'    

                FROM OUR S.A.L.ôS 

     At our last meeting we had a very 

disappointing turnout for the nominations and 

elections, so the only person nominated was 

Harry Lloyd.  But we could not vote due to the 

lack of people. Hopefully more people will show 

up at our next meeting on Tuesday June 10 th at 

7pm, otherwise it could be the end of the Sons 

of the American Legion at Post 853. 

 

                    SPECIAL NOTE  

     Remember to bring your used computer 

inkjet cartridges and cell phones to the Post.   

We will deliver these to District 22 for The 

American Legacy Scholarship which is receiving 

$3. for every cell phone and $1. for 

every cartridge turned in.  

                     

Finnegin:  My wife has a terrible habit of 
staying up 'til two o'clock in the morning . I 
can't break her of it.  Keenan:   What on 
earth is s he doin' at that time? Finnegin:  
Waitin' for me to come home.  

   

                    ALUMINUM CANS  

Please save your aluminum cans and turn 

in at our post or put in Can Trailer at 

Center Market . 

 

TO MEMBERS WHO HAVE A CASKET FLAG 

THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO HAVE FLOWN FOR 

A SHORT TIME ON OUR POLE IN THE NAME 

OF YOUR SPECIAL PERSON, BRING IT IN WITH 

A SHORT BIO ON THE PERSON AND I WILL 

PUT IN THE BULLETIN DURING THE TIME WE 

FLY THE FLAG.  WE WILL REFOLD AND 

RETURN TO YOU.  THIS IS A NEAT WAY TO 

HONOR THIS SPECIAL PERSON AND 

EVERYONE WILL KNOW A LITTLE ABOUT 

HIM.EVEN IF ITS ONLY FLOWN FOR ONE DAY, 

OR ON A SPECIAL HOLIDAY.  THINK ABOUT 

THIS AND LET US KNOW IF YOU WISH TO DO 

THIS HONOR.                                     Marian 

           MEAL RESERVATIONS  

     Please Note : it is very important that 
you make reservations , by the day be fore, if 

you plan on eating at post on special dinner 

nights. The personôs putting on dinner, must 

know in advance, to make sure they have 

enough food. 
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Change is inevitable, except from a  
              vending  machine.  

Never put both feet in your mouth at  the 
same time, because then you don't have a 
leg to stand on.  

 

   All Legion Members  

    PLEASE RESPOND            

                 E-MAIL ADDRESS  
This could save us up to $350.00 per 
month, $4,200.00 per year. Give it a try  
Please supply our Post your e-mail address, so 

we can send The Desert Breeze and other 

notices to you by e-mail rather than snail -mail. 

Please write out your e-mail address and drop 

off at post, mail it, or better yet e -mail it to 

turp@cableusa.com  subject: AL Breeze e-mail 

address. 

We now have 168  members receiving    

Breeze by E -Mail!  

I must have your Ok to send your breeze 

by e -mail even if I already have your  

e-mail address.                      Thanx 

                                               Claude Turpin 

                                                Breeze Editor 

    

     The editor of a small country 
newspaper, furious over several  
government bills that had recently been 
passed, printed a scathing editorial with an 
enormous headline :  
"HAL F THE LEGISLATORS ARE 
CROOKS"'.  
     Many local Politi cians were outraged 
and exerted tremendous pressure on him 
to  print a retraction. He finally gave in to 
the pressure and ran his apology with the 
headline:  
"HALF THE LEGISLATORS SAY THEY 
ARE NOT CROOKS".  

 
CONTACT THE EDITOR  

Claude Turpin P.O. Box 123, Borrego Springs, 

CA 92004-0123 e-mail turp@cableusa.com or 

put in envelope marked for editor and leave at 

Post.        No Phone C alls PLEASE  

Breeze goes to printer about 20 th of each 

month. 

  MAKE SURE EDITOR HAS YOUR INPUT  

      BY THE 18 th  OF EACH MONTH.  

 

Congressmen who willfully take actions 
during wartime that damage the morale 
and undermine the military are saboteurs 
and should be arrested, exiled or ha nged.  
                        --Abraham Lincoln  

     HOW TRUE THIS IS  

               THE COST TO JOIN  

                    IS NOTHING  
         COMPARED TO THE PRICE 
         YOU PAID TO BE ELIGIBLE  

 

Government's view of the economy could 
be summed up in a f ew short phrases: If it 
moves, tax it. If it keeps moving, regulate 
it. And if it stops moving, subsidize it.  
-Ronald Reagan (1986)  

 

We've all heard "Laughter is the best 
medicine". Lately though I'm not all that 
sure -- if that were really true, wouldn't  
the medical profession have found a way 
by now to charge us for it?  

 

    SPECIAL NOTE  

       ñYOUR BARTENDERS ARE 
                  VOLUNTEERSò 
  PLEASE TIP  THEM GENEROUSLY 
 

If you buy her flowers, you are after 
something. If you don't, you are not 
though tful. If you make a decision without 
consulting her, you are a chauvinist.  
If she makes a decision without consulting 
you, she's a liberated woman.  
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