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                        DESERT BREEZE 
     760-767-4001                   BORREGO SPRINGS POST 853                       JULY, 2008 

FROM OUR COMMANDER 

A thought to remember:  Instead of 
putting others in their place, put yourself 
in their place.  
     I want to congratulate the Post on the great 
turn out that we had for Installation and thank 
Ralph and the hard working crew from District 
22, it was a normal day for us but to them it 
was HOT. 
     It was easy being in charge of vice, now the 
big test, in charge. The first thing is getting this 
letter out.  
     I don't want to change the Post, I can see 
where it needs some fine tuning and hope that 
you won't be up set if we ask you to help as it 
is going to take a group effort. One of my 
priorities will be to get the problems with the 
county straightened out so we can breath. We 
need to work together as a family on all our 
projects, I will ask you to form committees and 
will support you completely. I will listen to your 
ideas and suggestions and encourage them, I 
might not always follow your advice but it will 
be welcomed because I know that that you 
have the best interest of the Post at Heart. I do 
want to thank everybody  for their promise of 
support. 
     I would like you to note the new column 
that I have ask ed Claude to add to the Breeze. 
It is not for me, if you know someone that is 
doing something special for the post or 
someone else. Write it down and give it to me 
or make sure I get it.                     Thanks; 

          "MAC" 
  Yours In Service  

     SPECIAL THANKS to PEOPLE who  
              SUPPORT OUR POST  
     I would like to start it off by thanking the 
people who ran and accepted position as 
officers in the recent elections. 

     I would like to thank the people that have 
held offices in the past and continue to suport 
the POST. 
     Gary Mathews in the fine job he is doing as 
Bar manager not an easy job. 
      Harry, Louie and John for the help putting 
the Cub Scout Compound together. 
     Louie for his help with the flags out front.  
     Speaking of flag to everybody that takes 
such great pride in putting up the Flags along 
Palm Canyon Dr. 
     Pan and Jim Cooper for going the extra mile 
to get eggs that make it possible for the great 
Breakfast that we have. 
     Kenny who puts together the brea kfasts 
and other meals.  
     Now I have given you a start I'm sure that 
you can think of people that  I have not 
mentioned  
     Make a note of the people that you want to 
thank and we will see that it gets in the 
BREEZES.                          Commander ñMACò 

  FROM OUR JUNIOR PAST COMMANDER:  

     I was deeply moved when I was presented 
with the Legionnaire of the Year Award and the 
personalized gavel. I appreciate your 
thoughtfulness. 
     I  also want to take this opportunity to thank 
you all for your  support and hard work duri ng 
my five years as commander. Post 853 has 
made progress during that time, but t here is 
still work to be done.  It is time for me to pass 
the gavel.  Thanks again.                 Bob Juer 
                FROM OUR 1ST VICE 
                           No Input  
                 FROM OUR 2ND VICE 
                             No Input  
     WELCOME NEW LEGION MEMBERS 
     Glen L. Blackley            Junior E. Britton  
Louise Burmester   James K. Cole   Jennifer Feil 
Paul C. Howard   Daniel Johnson  Don McKelvey 
        Mark S. Riley            Ralph D. Webb Jr.  
                      Richard W. Zayas 
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             FROM OUR CHAPLAIN 
     Victor and I are happy to serve as co-
chaplains of the post.  It will bring us closer to 
our brother - and sister-veterans, as well as 
involving us more closely in the activities of the 
post.  
     Our weekly worship and our daily prayers 
are the way in which we remain in contact with 
our God and renew our spirits. He is a God of 
mercy and love.  We all need to call on Him to 
strengthen us in what we do.  
     We call on Him especially to extend His 
good graces to the veterans in and out of 
hospitals in the US and elsewhere. We pray 
especially for those still recovering from 
wounds suffered in the wars in Iraq  and 
Afghanistan. We pray that God guide them in 
their efforts to achieve the wholeness due 
them. We pray also for their families as they 
love and support and care for them.  
                Mary Hill Levine and Victor A Levine. 
 

'If we ever forget that we 're One Nation 
Under God, then we will be a nation gone 
under'                               òRonald Reaganó  

 
    FROM OUR AUXILIARY 

     June 9th was our final meeting for the 
2007/2008 year. We welcomed new member 
Sylvia Caldwell. Members present voted to 
donate $500 to Stand Down 2008. Our 
Poppy drive collected $803.23. Congratulations 
for another great Auxiliary year! Marian Landis 
took top honors for her Legislative report 
including supplemental at District 22 meeting, 
June 1. Borrego Springs Unit 853 was also 
recognized for exceeding our membership goal 
and we were 100% reporting. Thank you all for 
helping make this a successful Auxiliary year. 
Remember to renew your membership 
beginning in July. ALA Unit 853, Post Office 
Box 116, Borrego Springs, CA 92004. Help 
us make early bird goal this year!  
     Officers for 2008/2009: Karen Brown, 
President; Marie Tarango, First Vice; Mary 
McMillian, Second Vice; Julianne North, 
Secretary; Danna Dempsey, Treasurer; Mary 
MacDonald, Chaplain; Darien Ainsley, Historian 
and Junior Past President; Lynne Aldous, SGT-

AT-ARMS; Parliamentarian, Mary McMillian; 
Executive Committee, Gretchen North; 
Musician, Linda Lpolese; and the following 
appointed and accepted Chairmen: 
Americanism, Darien Ainsley; Auxiliary 
Emergency Fund, Mary McMillian; Children and 
Youth, Rosa Sanchez; Community Service, 
Marie Tarango; Constitution & Bylaws, Mary 
McMillian; Distinguished Guests, Karen Brown; 
Education, Darien Ainsley; Girls State, Danna 
Dempsey; Junior Activities, Karen Brown; 
Leadership, Danna Dempsey; Legislative, 
Marian Landis; Membership, Marie Tarango; 
National Security, Marian Landis; Past 
Presidents Parley, Lyn Benavides and Darien 
Ainsley; Poppy, Mary McMillian, Wendy Quinn, 
Gretchen and Julianne North; Public Relations, 
Karen Brown; Resolutions, Mary McMillian; V A 
& R, Marie Tarango and Mary McMillian; 
Cavalcade of Memories, Karen Brown; and 
Borrego Days Festival co chairs Lyn Benavides 
and Bette Walker.  
     Thank you ladies for stepping up to assist 
this auxiliary in these most important programs. 
Every member is encouraged to help however 
you can. It is going to be an exciting year here 
in Borrego Springs with lots of opportunities for 
fulfillment. Together we can make it happen.  
     June 14th: Installation of Officers fo r the 
Post, Sons of American Legion and Auxiliary 
was honored by the installing team of our 
District 22 Commander and his wife Martha as 
well as District 22 Auxiliary 1st Vice June 
Coatney. Thank you to Darien Ainsley proxy for 
Danna Dempsey and B. J. Dennis proxy for 
Marie Tarango. . Junior Auxiliary members 
Kalyn and Chloe Capito were also present. 
Installation was followed by lunch and Army 
birthday celebration and cake. What a beautiful 
flag day. Thank you to the dedicated 
legionaires for proudly setting up the flags and 
retiring them throughout our town  
     Fatherôs Day was a huge success thanks 
to Commander MacDonald, 1st Vice, Kenny 
Mickelson, Sons of American Legion 1st Vice, 
Bruce Johnson and our Auxiliary Mary 
McMillian, Darien Ainsley and BJ Dennis, many 
thanks your hard work was so worth it! The 
Post was filled with laughter and camaraderie, 
air conditioned and the luscious smells of 
sausage and biscuits donated by the Ocotillo 
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Wells Fire department. It was reported that 40 
breakfasts were served, not bad for the 
beginning of summer in Borrego Springs. 
     July 10th Ladies of the Auxiliary, Lyn 
Benavides invites you beginning at the Post at 
noon time for a ñGirls Gab Get-togetherò come 
join the fun every other Thursday.  
     July 24th spaghetti dinner sponsored by 
team Mary and Bruce with desert by Shirley. 
Sign up quick as this is sure to sell out! See you 
then. 
     Throughout this long hot summer if you are 
here in Borrego Springs stop by On Pins and 
Needles at the Mall and join in on a project  for 
charity, Toasty Toes for our veterans or knit for 
kids. For more information call 760-767-4629. 
     Well we delegates are off to Bakersfield for 
the American Legion Department of California 
Convention June 19-22 and hope to report 
good things when we return. Have a safe and 
happy summer full of joy and adventure! See 
you September 8th.         Karen Brown 
 

If you don't read the newspaper you are 
uninformed, if you do read the newspaper 
you are misinformed.         " Mark Twain ò 

 
    WELCOME NEW AUXILIARY MEMBERS 
Sylvia Caldwell      Patricia Hart/mcKelvey 
 

I contend that for a nation to try to tax 
itself into prosperity is like a man standing 
in a bucket try ing to lift himself up by the 
handle.                          -Winston Churchill  

 
     FROM OUR S.A.L.ôS 

     At our recent meeting we finally had a few 
people step up to the plate and volunteer for 
officers.  So effective June 14th, here are the 
new officers for the S.A.L., Commander: Harry 
Lloyd, 1st vice: Bruce Johnson, 2nd vice: Bill 
Engstom, Adjutant: John Breza, Finance: Mark 
Dedes, Sgt. of Arms: Louie Davies. Please give 
these guys your support.   
     As for Doc, Earl, and myself, it has been a 
great 8 years, thanks for your support, and 

help. It is now time for some new blood to take 
over.                                                    Ron 
 
  FROM OUR INCOMING S.A.L.ôS  COMMANDER      

I hope the new officers for the S.A.L. ôs can do 
as good a job as the outgoing officers did. I will 
try to get more of the S.A.L. members to be 
more active in our functions, and any help we 
get will be greatly appreciated. Our new 
meeting time has been changed to the 2 nd Sat. 
of the month at 9am.  
                New S.A.L. Commander Harry Lloyd 

Democracy must be something more than 
two wolves and a sheep vot ing on what to 
have for dinner.  
-James Bovard, Civil Libertarian (1994)  
 

Government is the great fiction, through 
which everybody endeavors to live at th e 
expense of everybody else. -Frederic 
Bastiat, French Economist (1801 -1850)  

 
   WELCOME NEW S.A.L.ôS MEMBERS 
Keith W. Friudenberg    Willis D. Grogg   
Daniel S. Polese   Dan J. Radcliffe    

David C. Schaack 
 

     I don't make jokes I just watch the  
     government and report the facts.  
    -Will Rogers  

 

                    SPECIAL NOTE  

     Remember to bring your used computer 
inkjet cartridges and cell phones to the Post.  
We will deliver these to District 22 for The 
American Legacy Scholarship which is receiving 
$3. for every cell phone and $1. for every 
cartridge turned in.  

 

If you think health care  is expensive now, 
wait until you see  what it costs when it's 
free!                                 -P. J. O'Rourke  
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                      ALUMINUM CANS 

Please save your aluminum cans and turn 
in at our post or put in Can Trailer at 
Center Market or across from Red Ocotillo 
Restaurant. 

CALL YOUR POST AT LEAST ONCE A WEEK  
CHECK ON SPECIAL FUNCTIONS THAT WERE 
SCHEDULED, SPUR OF THE MOMENT, AND 
NOT ENOUGH TIME TO MAKE A MAILING OR 
GET INTO THE NEWSLETTER. 
 

    Talk is cheap... except when Congress  
   does it.  

       MEAL RESERVATIONS  
     Please Note: it is very important that 
you make reservations, by the day before, if 
you plan on eating at post on special dinner 
nights. The personôs putting on dinner, must 
know in advance, to make sure they have 
enough food. 

 

No man's life, liberty, or property  is safe 
while the legislature is in session.  
-Mark Twain (1866 )  

 

   All Legion Members  

    PLEASE RESPOND            

                 E-MAIL ADDRESS 
This could save us up to $350.00 per 
month, $4,200.00 per year. Give it a try 
Please supply our Post your e-mail address, so 
we can send The Desert Breeze and other 
notices to you by e-mail rather than snail -mail. 
Please write out your e-mail address and drop 
off at post, mail it, or better yet e -mail it to 
turp@cableusa.com  subject: AL Breeze e-mail 
address. 

We now have 170  members receiving    
Breeze by E-Mail! 

I must have your Ok to send your breeze 
by e-mail even if I already have your  

e-mail address.                     Thanx 
                                               Claude Turpin 
                                                Breeze Editor 

 

The government is like a baby's alimentary 
canal, w ith a happy appetite at one end 
and no responsibility at the other.  
-Ronald Reagan  

 
   CONTACT THE EDITOR 

Claude Turpin P.O. Box 123, Borrego Springs, 
CA 92004-0123 e-mail turp@cableusa.com or 
put in envelope marked for editor and leave at 
Post.        No Phone Calls PLEASE 
Breeze goes to printer about  20th of each 
month. 
  MAKE SURE EDITOR HAS YOUR INPUT  
      BY THE 18th OF EACH MONTH. 
 

What this country needs are more 
unemployed politicians.  
-Edward Langley, Artist (1928 - 1995) 

 

     HOW TRUE THIS IS 

               THE COST TO JOIN 
                    IS NOTHING 
         COMPARED TO THE PRICE 
         YOU PAID TO BE ELIGIBLE 

 

A government big enough to give you 
everything you want, is strong enough to 
take everything you have.  
-Thomas Jefferson  

 

    SPECIAL NOTE  

       ñYOUR BARTENDERS ARE 
                  VOLUNTEERSò 
 PLEASE TIP THEM GENEROUSLY 
 
 

When buying and selling are controlled by 
legislation, the first things to be bought 
and sold are legislators.  --- P. J. O'Rourke  
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