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FROM OUR COMMANDER 

     When I returned to Borrego Springs a couple 

of weeks ago I noticed two changes in the Post 

clubroom.  The folding chairs are a huge 

improvement and I want to thank you who 

made the arrangements to get them and to 

those who drove to Escondido to pick them up.  

     The second thing I noticed were the building 

fund donation boards.  They look great, and 

thanks are in order not only to those of you who 

have donated, but also to those who obtain the 

name tags and install them. 

     I appreciate your support of the Post during 

the summer months - many of you came out to 

enjoy the meals and the cooks worked hard to 

prepare the meals. Thank you to all.  

     We look forward now to our anniversary 

celebration, Borrego Days and our Veterans' Day 

activities. I know they will be good for the Post 

and good for the community.  

Bob Juers 

 

                 FROM OUR CHAPLAIN  

  July 27th Douglas Shaw passed away, Last 

month two  more of our members passed away; 

Billy G (Ginnunzio) 8-3-07 and JD (Jerry) 

Robinson 8-19-07, also Russ Fogarty 9-5-07 this 

month. I've never before commented on the 

passing of our fellow legionaires because I 

cannot seperate death from my religious 

beliefs. I do not wish to offend anyone who 

does not believe as I do, but I also will not 

withhold the truth as I know it. Doug,  Billy G, 

JD, and Russ leave us with with many 

memories. They will be missed and mourned by 

those who were close to them.  Our hearts 

mourn for their families who suffer from this 

new absense of the loved one who filled an 

important part of their lives.  It hurts!    For those 

dear ones (like our Kat) who loved them, it 

hurts a lot.    However, there is one last gift that 

the passing of these three friends of ours can 

give you - a reminder:  God's Word states that 

mankind was created in God's image! From birth 

we become everlasting souls, Just like God. We 

are also free, independent beings, able to make 

any choices we want, to direct our lives,  just like 

God. It is my belief that if we choose to 

acknowledge, worship, and have a personal 

relationship with God, on His terms, then when 

we pass from this life God will choose to 

continue that r elationship in the next life.  I can 

only hope that our friends made good choices in 

their lives (that's for God alone to judge), but 

their passing is a reminder to all of us that we 

still have time to choose or improve a lovi ng 

relationship with our God. It's y our choice!  

   Ray  G. 

   MEMBERS--I NEED YOUR HELP AGAIN 
     One of our members, Chuck Engebretsons' 

son Eric, gave us a letter from a Pendleton 

volunteer advisor asking for our help for one of 

our Marines.  Here is the main paragraph from 

her letter:  

     I would like to tell you about Gunny Lind.  He 

is 36 years old, happily married, and has three 

children.  He has done five combat tours, three in 

Operation Desert Storm, and two in Operation 

Iraqi Freedom.  When he was injured, he was a 

recon platoon sergeant for a 26 man unit.  While 

on patrol with his men, his vehicle was hit by a 

"double stack" improvised explosive device 

(IED).  The blast went off directly underneath 

him, amputating his legs (one at the knee and one 

below the knee) and knocking him unconscious.  

He came to shortly after and was awake while his 

platoon stabilized him.  He remained conscious 

until he was placed under anesthesia during his 

first surgery, which was done in Iraq.  Gunny 

Lind was then medivaced to Germany, where he 

received his second surgery.  His third through 

seventh surgeries were performed at Bethesda 

Naval Hospital.  He  
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then reported to Walter Reed Hospital for three 

weeks of physical therapy.  Now, Gunny Lind is 

at Balboa Hospital, where he has been fitted 

with prosthetic legs and is relearning to walk.   

He took his first steps exactly two months after 

the attack.   He will get promoted on October 1, 

and his goal is to walk to his promotion.   He is 

already ahead of the timeline that the doctors 

have set for him.  

     Eric is installing a first class home theater 

system in Gunny  Linds condo in Oceanside.  

Larry, Kenny and I cleared $300 last week 

Saturday and Sunday from Meals which we 

donated to help Eric pay for this system.  

     What I am asking each of you is this:   Do 

you remember when we supported the ships 

company in Irac during Christmas 3 years ago?  

You stuck by me in glowing form and we 

supplied 700 Sailors and Marines each with a 

full gift box.  

     Now I'd like to ask you, in whatever amount 

we can collect, to help Gunny Lind upgrade his 

bathroom in the condo they own so he can 

bathe and use the bathroom himself when he is 

home.  We will try to talk them into coming 

down for our anniversary in October so 

members can meet them.  He is our "Hometown 

Hero" (a Legion program throughout the U.S.), 

even though he is from Fallbrook where there is 

no longer a Legion.  Anyone who can face the 

future and smile like he does deserves our help 

and love.  WILL YOU PLEASE HELP ME HELP 

GUNNY DAVID LIND??? 

            Thank you with all my heart.  

                      MARIAN LANDIS 

 

       10th ANNIVERSARY UPDATE 
     Things are up and going with our 

anniversary party. The huge tent, dance 

floor, tables, chairs, band stand, Working 

Cowboy Band, beer wagon, porta potties 

have all been ordered. T-Shirts 

commemorating this event have been 

ordered and are on sale now, and there will 

be T-shirt Booth at the event  All  we need 

now are plenty of volunteers.  Most of the 

jobs we need to have members volunteer for 

are sit down jobs, so anyone can help out.  

The list is out at the Post, PLEASE SIGN 

UP TO HELP.  We have been working 

double time for two months now to get this 

set up.  If anyone has or knows where we 

can get door and raffle prizes donated, 

please let us know.  We need a bunch.  We 

already have three two night, three day 

stays at different hotels in Laughlin, I'm 

trying for a big one in Reno where we spent 

5 days at Convention along with a round trip 

via Southwest Air Lines--Haven't heard from 

them yet.  Tickets are available--$7 if 

bought early or $8 at the gate the day of.  

.That gets you in to dance, drink or sit 

around and talk, the large meal the SAL's 

are fixing will be $10.00.  Since this is a 

special occasion everyone has to pay to get 

in the gate and get a bracelet, including 

members.  This whole affair is to honor 

those who started this Post and who kept it 

going these 10 years to be a place where 

members can come and relax with friends.  

This will be a lot of fun - people from all 

around will be there - they can see just what 

kind of fine organization we have - All 

members, Auxiliary and SALôs should be 

proud of their Post. 

Anniversary Committee 

 

    FROM LOUR AUXILIARY 

     Calling all Auxiliary members letôs go for the 

early touchdown! Remember to renew your 

membership dues of $25, so we can continue to 

serve veterans, their families and the youth of 

our nation. Your membership promotes 

patriotism, family values and community 

service. Because of your affiliation with the 

world's largest women's patriotic service 

organization, you are empowering volunteers to 

nurture tradition and foster change for the 

benefit of others!  Thank you Shirley Turpin for 

coordinating the Auxiliary has a new address 

post office box 116, Borrego Springs, CA 

92004.  Please send membership and any 

correspondence to this address.  Some new 

membership cards have been delayed in the 

mail but have been sent.  We thank you for your 

patience. Thank you to Mary McMillian for 

providing a delicious appetizer tray for our 

September meeting.  The meeting was well 

attended, it was 
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so good to see members returning from the 

summer including newlywed Laurie Davies and 

a guest Donna Simon from the coast.  Thank 

you to Abby Barker for filling in secretary duti es 

while Wendy Quinn was away. 

     A vote was passed to schedule District 22 

President Pacita Westôs visit to our Post on 

November 4th, meeting at a different day and 

time than our  regular meeting. Pacita has not 

confirmed at this press time. It was discussed 

and agreed to host the visit at The Borrego 

Springs Resort on Sunday, November 4, 

meeting at 11 a.m. and luncheon to follow to be 

paid by the Auxiliary with donations accepted to 

offset the cost for this event.  

     Borrego Days chairwoman Meredith Pratt 

reported that we have lemons for the Lemonade 

stand and asking for volunteers. Thank you to 

those who have already signed up to volunteer 

at the stand! Meredith still needs more lemons 

and volunteers to host the stands and decorate 

the float so please give her your help or 

attention however you can.  We appreciate 

everyone and hope you join the fun alongside 

your Auxiliary sisters. BJ Dennis is asking all you 

super bakers to get ready as we want lots of 

homemade goodies to make our bake sale a 

continued success. 

     Please check in the post for helping with 

fundraising projects for Borrego Days and for 

the Poppy corsages and hat contest.  These will 

be judged at the District meeting in La Mesa on 

October 14th!  October is going to be busy at the 

Post with lots of volunteer opportunities so join 

in where you can and enjoy the fun and 

camaraderie of the American Legion Family. 

     Please if any members are in need we do 

care and want to help so let us know how. 

Karen Brown, 760- 767-3596; Lyn Benavides, 

760-767-0116; Marie Tarango, 760-767-1156 or 

leave a message at the Post. 

ñIn Action to Honor and Serve Our 

Veteransò See you when we meet on October 

8th.      Karen Brown 

If you don't have a sense of humor, you 
probably don't have any sense at all  

   AUX. NEW MEMBERS & RENEWAL 

AUXILIARY ONLY NO SALS OR LEGION 

Auxiliary new members and renewal forms, 

please mail to Marie Tarango, P. O. Box 138, 

Borrego Springs, CA 92004-0138 

      Phone 760.767.1156 

 

        FROM OUR S.A.L.ôS 

     Membership renewal for 2008 cards are in, 

to renew please make check payable to SAL # 

853, for $ 25.00, mail to Ron Andersen @ P.O. 

Box 448 Borrego Springs, CA 92004. 

     Our next meeting has changed to Tuesday 

Oct 2nd at 7pm.  

     We are going to need extra help for the up 

coming 10 year anniversary dinner which is on 

October 20th, if you can lend a  hand on Friday 

the 19th or Saturday the 20th   please attend 

this meeting or call  Doc at 760 -767-3095  or 

Ron 760-767-3471.  

     Our next big event is the 10 year anniversary  

dinner and Dance.  Dinner will be served from 

5pm till we r un out.  Deep Pit Beef and Turkey 

with all the sides. $10.00 donation. 

Hope to see you there.                              Ron 

      WELCOME NEW S.A.L.ôS MEMBERS 

    Steven S. Taylor           Patrick R. Seeley 
 

          The following is our Post 853 Web Site 

As you can see it took a lot of work. A big thank 

you goes to Kat Gibson. 

                      http://ca853.org/  

Elmo Gregory is working on getting it updated.  

             A BIG THANX GOES TO ELMO 

 

One of the greatest problem s of our time is 
that many are schooled but few are 
educated.  
~Thomas Moore~  

          SPECIAL NOTE  

     Remember to bring your used computer 

inkjet cartridges and cell phones to the Post.   

We will deliver these to District 22 for The 

American Legacy Scholarship which is receiving 

$3. for every cell phone and $1. for 

every cartridge turned in.  

         

http://ca853.org/
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   Tears :  The hydraulic force by which  
     masculine will -power is defeated by  
    feminine water power.  

                         ALUMINUM CANS 

Please save your aluminum cans and turn 

in at our post or put in Can Trailer at 

Center Market. 

CALL YOUR POST AT LEAST ONCE A WEEK  

CHECK ON SPECIAL FUNCTIONS THAT WERE 

SCHEDULED, SPUR OF THE MOMENT, AND NOT 

ENOUGH TIME TO MAKE A MAILING OR GET 

INTO THE NEWSLETTER. 

           MEAL RESERVATIONS  

     Please Note: it is very important that 
you make reservations, by the day before, if 

you plan on eating at post on special dinner 

nights. The personôs putting on dinner, must 

know in advance, to make sure they have 

enough food. 

 

   All Legion Members  

    PLEASE RESPOND            

                 E-MAIL ADDRESS 
This could save us up to $350.00 per 
month, $4,200.00 per year. Give it a try 
Please supply our Post your e-mail address, so 

we can send The Desert Breeze and other 

notices to you by e-mail rather than snail -mail. 

Please write out your e-mail address and drop 

off at post, mail it, or better yet e -mail it to 

turp@cableusa.com  subject: AL Breeze e-mail 

address. 

We now have 168  members receiving    

Breeze by E-Mail! 

I must have your Ok to send your breeze 

by e-mail even if I already have your  

e-mail address.                     Thanx 

                                                Claude Turpin 

                                                 Breeze Editor 

   CONTACT THE EDITOR 

Claude Turpin P.O. Box 123, Borrego Springs, 

CA 92004-0123 e-mail turp@cableusa.com or 

put in envelope marked for editor and leave at 

Post.        No Phone Calls PLEASE 

Breeze goes to printer on 21st   of each month. 

  MAKE SURE EDITOR HAS YOUR INPUT  

      BY THE 20th OF EACH MONTH. 

    Etc:  A sign  to make others believe that  
    you know more than  you actually do.  

 

              SPECIA  L POEM FOR  
              SENIOR CITIZENS  
           A row of bottles on my shelf.  

Caused me to analyze myself.  
One yellow pill I have to pop  
 Goes to my heart so it wonõt stop. 
A little white one that I take  
Goes to my hands so they wonõt  
shake.  
The blue ones that I use a lot  
Tell me Iõm happy when Iõm not. 
The purple pill goes to my brain  
And tells me that I have no pain.  
The capsules tell me not to wheeze  
Or cough or choke or even sneeze.  
The re ones, smallest of them all  
Go to my blood so I wonõt fall. 
The orange ones, very  big and bright  
Prevent my leg cramps in the night.  
Such an array of brilliant pills  
Helping to cure all kinds of ills.  
But what Iõd really like to knowéé. 
Is what tells each one where to go!  

Thereõs always a lot to be thankful for if 
You  take time to loo k for it. For example I 
am sitting here thinking how nice it is that 
wrinkles donõt hurt. 

     HOW TRUE THIS IS 

               THE COST TO JOIN 
                    IS NOTHING 
         COMPARED TO THE PRICE 

         YOU PAID TO BE ELIGIBLE 

    SPECIAL NOTE  

       ñYOUR BARTENDERS ARE 
                  VOLUNTEERSò 
  PLEASE TIP THEM GENEROUSLY 
 

   Experience :  The name men give to their  
   mistakes.  

mailto:turp@cableusa.com
mailto:turp@cableusa.com

